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From Subalternity to
Subjectivity: Oryx in Margaret
Atwood’s Oryx and Crake

! A. Thiviya Alexander
2 J. Ragu Antony

Margaret Atwood (born 1939), the well-known Canadian
writer, has distinguished herself as a novelist, poet,
essayist, short story writer, environmental activist and
teacher. She has won numerous awards and honours,
including the Booker Prize twice (The Blind Assassin,
2000 & The Testaments, 2019), the Arthur C. Clarke
Award for Best Science Fiction (The Handmaid’s Tale,
1987, and the Franz Kafka Prize in 2017. In its citation
for the award, The Franz Kafka Foundation noted that
the award had been given to Margaret Atwood because
she is “one of those authors whose works of exceptional
artistic qualities are found to appeal to readers regardless
of their origin, nationality and culture” (Times of India,

! Ph. D. Research Scholar; Reg. No: 19122234011014; PG &
Research Department of English; V.O. Chidambaram College;
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on

4). Margaret Atwood s works echo some of the compelling
concerns of the contemporary world, such as
subalternity, oppression of women, consumerism and
environmental degradation. In a review of The
Handmaid’s Tale, Rebecca Mead remarked that “Her
[Atwood’s] fiction has imagined societies riddled with
misogyny, oppression, and environmental havoc and her
visions now feel all too real” (1).

The objectification and exploitation of women are
recurrent themes in Atwood’s writings. From her first
novel, The Edible Woman (1969), to her latest, The
Testaments (2019), her ceuvre deals with women’s
marginalised and exploited situation in a consumeristic
world. When discussing The Edible Woman, Hutcheon
remarks:

It may look like short fiction on the surface. However,
its feminist and anticonsumerist politics find their
particular expression through articulating
postmodern contradictions in metafictional themes
and forms that we usually associate with more
narcissistic formalist impulses in fiction. (140)

This concern for women's issues is again at the core
of her dystopian MaddAddam Trilogy (Oryx and Crake,
2003; The Year of the Flood, 2009; MaddAddam, 2013).

The essential female character of the trilogy is Oryx,
who first appears in Oryx and Crake, is killed in the same
novel, and reappears as memories in The Year of the Flood
and MaddAddam Jimmy, later called Snowman, is the
protagonist of the trilogy. Jimmy was abandoned by his
mother, who left her family and job because she was
disenchanted with both. The orphaned Jimmy had only
two friends: Killer, his pet skunk, a genetic hybrid of a
raccoon and a skunk, and his schoolmate Crake also
called Glenn. Crake initiates Jimmy into a virtual world
of drugs, alcohol, virtual games, virtual violence (videos
of torture, executions, beheadings and suicides) and

i
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From Subalternity to Subjectivity: Oryx in Margaret... 9

virtual interactive pornography: “They would roll a few
joints, a few joints and smoke them while watching the
executions and the porn” and usually it ended with Crake
“who would decide what to watch and when to stop
watching it” (OC 99).

After their school education, Jimmy and Crake went
to different colleges, and Crake majored in
bioengineering. Jimmy studied arts and went to work in
an advertising agency. After a few years, they meet. Crake
asks Jimmy to come to work with him in his company
Paradice. Here Jimmy is engaged in advertising a pill
called BlyssPluss, developed by Crake to enhance the
libido; the pill also concealed a contagion that would
gradually deprive the users of their sexual potency and
also kill them, thus exterminating the human species.

At Paradice, Jimmy meets a woman named Oryx,
whom Crake had met as a sex worker during his college
education. He has now hired her to teach the Crackers -
a new hybrid human species he has developed in his
laboratory. When Jimmy saw Oryx, he recognised her -
he had seen her in a child porn video. During their school
days, once, when Jimmy and Crake were surfing the net
for sites related to crimes, executions and pornography,
they came across a porn actor named Oryx in a child sex
video titled HottTotts. Oryx was only eight years old then,
and the porn video did not give her a name; her actual
name was not Oryx: “Her name was not Oryx, she did
not have a name; she was just another little girl on a
porno site” (OC 90).

In Paradice, Jimmy falls in love with Oryx and is
obsessed with her. Oryx, who was already in a
relationship with Crake, also begins an affair with Jimmy.
Though initially, Jimmy is reluctant to the relationship,
he yields to the seduction of Oryx, as he describes it
himself: “She came to the suite on purpose, she marched
right in, she had him out of his shell in two minutes flat.
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10 Othening Subaltern(ity)

It made him feel about twelve. She was a practised hand
at this, and so casual on that first occasion it took his
breath away” (OC 367). Later, the relationship turns into
a conflict between Jimmy and Crake. The dystopian
Crake who wants to end the human race, slits the throat
of Oryx in the presence of Jimmy as he knows Jimmy
would kill him in turn, and as he wanted. As expected,
Jimmy shoots him (Crake) dead, thus ending all
possibility of the continuation of the human species.

One of the main themes dealt with in the novel is
the objectification and exploitation of women for sex,
which is demonstrated through the character of Oryx.
Oryx was from a village somewhere in Asia:

Where, exactly? Hard to tell. Some distant, foreign
place. It was a village, though, said Oryx—a village
with trees and fields nearby, or possibly rice paddies.
The huts had a thatch of some kind on the roofs -
palm fronds? - although the best huts had roofs of
tin. A village in Indonesia, or else Myanmar? Not
those, said Oryx, though she could not be sure. It
was not India, however. Vietnam? Jimmy guessed.
Cambodia? Oryx looked down at her hands,
examining her nails. It did not matter (OC 133).

mmummhmmq




From Subalternity to Subjectivity: Oryx in Margaret,.. 11

camouflage; she was exploited as a sex worker for
tourists, The police, too, knew of this but turned a blind
eye,

Oryx is first sent to a white man to fulfil his sexual
pleasure in a hotel:

He held her hand, and they went up in an elevator -
this was the frightening part, a tiny room with doors
that shut, and when the doors opened, you were in
a different place, and UnleeEn had not explained
about that. She could feel her heart thumping. . . He
unlocked a door with a key, and they went in, and
he locked another door behind them; they were in
the mauve-and-gold-coloured room with a giant bed,
a bed for giants, and the man asked Oryx to take off
her dress, Oryx was obedient and did as she was
told. (OC, 153)

After that, she was introduced to other men to fill
Uncle En’s pockets, She received no money, but only a
stay, food and some dresses. After Uncle En is murdered,
she is sold to a man who makes porn movies, Thus she
has turned into a child porn actor while simultaneously
serving men’s needs, Another who often exploited and
callously Oryx was a video cameraman, Jack, who shot
porn videos. He is described by Oryx as “a rope hair
clownish giant with a cock like a wrinkly old carrot” (OC
165). Oryx said she had many chances to see that old
carrot up close because he often abused her in the
pretence of making those videos: “Jack wanted to do
movie things with her when there were no movies. Then
he would be sad and tell her he was sorry” (OC 165).
Oryx also knew a lot of obscene words, and they came
naturally to her as she was used to speaking them out
in porn movies and with her customers. Jimmy is
shocked that she “had a large supply” (158) of this
vocabulary.
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Nevertheless, Oryx, like many other child sex
workers, had lost her innocence long ago, when she was
just a child: “She had a general idea of what men might
want [sexually] - the other children already knew about
such things and discussed them quite freely” (OC 153).
Thus Oryx comes to be passed from one man to another,
serving their perversions and warped desires. She was
only eight years old then.

Years passed, and one of her customers was Crake,
who convinced her to come and work for him on his
project. Crake buys her from a master pimp and uses
her intelligence to teach the Crakers and her physic for
his pleasure. Her guileless looks and charm are used in
advertisements to sell BlyssPluss, the potency pills, and
she serves as a teacher for the Crakers and also as a
sexual object. Thus she is exploited in three ways. When
Jimmy pretends to sympathise with her and calls the
cameraman bad for exploiting her, she retorts: “Why do
you think he is bad?. . . He never did anything with me
that you do not do. Not nearly so many things!” (OC 166).
Therefore, Oryx sees Jimmy also as an exploiter, though
he calls it love. So all the men she comes across have
exploited her, always ignoring her wishes and refusing
to see her as a human with a self. While Jimmy says her
life is “a romantic tragedy” (OC 156), it is a narrative of
exploitation repeated in The Year of the Flood.

Even when she was just a child, Oryx was defined
and restricted by her sex, as women generally are. Simone
de Beauvoir points out this confinement of the female
body in The Second Sex, “Woman? Very simple, say the
fanciers of simple formulas: she is a womb. An ovary;
she is female. This word is sufficient to define her [...].
The term female is derogatory not because it emphasised
woman’s animality, but because it imprisons her in her
sex” (33). So Oryx gets trapped in her biological category,
and she also plays its assigned role, first hesitantly when
she has no choice, then later, assertively with Jimmy,
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From Subalternity to Subjectivity: Oryx in Margaret... 13

when she uses her sexuality to demonstrate her power
over men.

Despite her subalternity and marginality, Oryx
refuses to consider herself a victim. She was convinced
she was not inert in these sexual encounters but had an
active role in them: “She felt sorry for the men
...somewhat regretted her part. Nevertheless, at the same
time, she enjoyed it. It made her feel strong to know that
the men thought she was helpless, but she was not. They
were helpless and would soon have to stammer apologies
in their silly accents” (OC 155). This is also evidently
seen when she refuses to divulge her past to Jimmy,
despite his persistent pleas. Whenever Jimmy probed
her about her past life and sexual oppression, she curtly
retorts, “Jimmy, you are so bad. It is not your
business”(OC 132). When Jimmy tries to play the role of
a healing physician, comforter and saviour, she declines
the offer because she never wants to be seen as weak
and vulnerable, who needs an external prop or support;
her strength is always within. She is well aware of the
power of her sexuality, and so, “She let him [Jimmy] lick
her fingers for her. He ran his tongue around the small
ovals of her nails. This was the closest she could get to
him without becoming food” ( OC 371).

Thus Oryx undermines all patriarchal attempts to
be patronising while it is exploiting her. She has “always
been evasive; you can never pin her down” (OC 128). As
Q. T. Huisman notes, she stays well “beyond the absolute
control of male protagonist ... and beyond the grasp of
scientific male control” (22). Thus she subverts Jimmy
to the superior position which men think they are entitled
to over women. She refuses to be imprisoned within a
male-constructed subaltern gendered space.

Two other women are also exploited sexually in the
trilogy: Toby and Ren in The Year of the Flood. Toby was
sexually abused over several years, and Ren lived as a
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14 Othering Subaltern(ity)

confined commercial sex worker. There are also other
instances of extreme violence perpetrated on women. This
can be seen in the callous behaviour of the plebeians —
lower-class people in Oryx and Crake; the platbands have
unrestricted access to women without their consent. The
CorSeCorps - a police force in Oryx and Crake - allow
criminals to sexually assault women. Women are also
bartered for the exchange of commodities, and the buyers
brutalise the women. It is a part of their daily lives and
shocks no one. The objectification of the female body
and using it in a consumeristic way are revealed in the
behaviour of the platbands, CorSeCorps and in the
characters of Toby, Ren and, more elaborately, in Oryx.
These women have been subjected to numerous forms
of gendered sexual violence and humiliations that are
normalised.

Nonetheless, there is a ray of hope and reassurance.
Though Oryx is killed, Ren survives. In The Year of the
Flood, Ren reveals her life to discover her authentic self
and succeeds. She has endured parental neglect, gender
discrimination, deprivation, and systematic and
continuous sexual exploitation. Her tragic past has made
her robust, tenacious and fearless. After this self-
discovery, Ren is no longer a victim but a survivor. Like
Oryx, she cannot be imprisoned by her sexuality and
past. So, by the novel’s end, she is ultimately self-
empowered to make her own decisions and draw the
trajectory of her life after that. Therefore, her narrative,
told in a flashback, begins with her writing down her
name: “Renrenren, like a song” (OC 6). She is a sign of
hope that Margaret Atwood indicates for humanity,
particularly women.

Margaret Atwood’s treatment of normalised gendered
sexual violence has a few significant antecedents in
literature. It is seen in Katharine Burdekin/Murray
Constantine’s Swastika Night(1937). The novel presents
a projected imaginary dystopian world of the Second
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Waorld War wherein the Nazis win the war, The Nazi
pavernment almost exterminated women because |t
considered them less than human; the few women who
survived were used for sex and reproduction, The
gendered sexual violence perpetrated on them is
sanctioned and encouraged by the state, Maybe Margaret
Mwood returns 1o this theme repeatedly because of its
relevance and urgency,

Linda Hutcheon in The Canadian Postmodern
remarks avers that “Atwood is challenging male
definitions of selfbiood as applied to women” (142) and
that “Atwood’s women seem Lo possess subjectivities that
are much less easlly defined in traditional terms; that is
more fragmented and even multiple” (145), This
observation is apt when seen in the light of the
characterisation of Toby, Ren and, more significantly,
Ory%. They symbolise the deflance, subversion and
strength of women,
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Article - 51
A STUDY ON SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN OPPORTUNITIES
AND CHALLENGES WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO TIRUNELVELI CITY
Dr. M. PRABHU
Vice Principal & Assistant Professor of Commerce
Don Bosco College of Arts and Science,
Keelaeral, Tuticorin.

Abstract

Social enterprises can still be seen as somewhat rebellious in the corporate environment
even though they focus on the typical commercial characteristics of having an appealing product
or service, strong customer service, and ensuring consumers return. As a social entrepreneur,
your target market is society, and your service offering is innovation and social change. Social
enterprises share many characteristics with conventional for-profit business structures,
however earning profits is not their primary objective. The improvement of society and the
environment is the goal here. In order to address society most pressing issues and promote
social innovation in areas like healthcare, agriculture, education, the environment, and human
rights, social entrepreneurs must use both novel methods and products as well as more rigorous
implementations of tried-and-true techniques. What distinguishes them is how they go about
achieving these objectives. Like a business entrepreneur, a social entrepreneur use business
acumen and tenacity to build financially viable organisations that frequently have an income
stream built into the business model.
Keywords: Social Entrepreneurship, Social Impact, Sustainability, Opportunities, and
Challenges.

INTRODUCTION

Customers of the business are aware that their purchases will support a stated cause
when using the "earned income" model, which allows social entrepreneurs to make money by
selling goods. Examples of such causes include giving soap to underprivileged kids so they can
wash their hands to prevent diseases or selling whistles to promote peace in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Because they are assisting in the resolution of a social issue when they
spend money on something they require or desire, consumers are frequently drawn to
companies that employ a social entrepreneurship model. A nation’s industrial growth
determines its economic development. The entrepreneurial skills of the populace serve as the
foundation for industrial development. Entrepreneurs are creative, driven, and capable of
critical thought. An individual who possesses these qualities and a desire to address social issues
is said to be a social entrepreneur. Social enterprises are businesses that use market-based
tactics to further a social goal while focusing their efforts on enhancing society as a whole.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Earnest and Young in their report title “Social entrepreneurship-Emerging
business opportunities” (2014) states that “Creating value for society in many countries the
role of the government in the socio-economic domain is shifting towards privatization of public
responsibilities. As a result, charities receive less public funds and social entrepreneurship is
gaining momentum worldwide. Research in the fields of activity of social enterprises in Europe
shows that social entrepreneurs focus on social_services, employment & training, the
environment (including clean tech and bio-systems), education and community development.

Singh, Partap, Dr. in his research paper title “Social Entrepreneurship- A growing
trend in Indian economy” (2012) underlines that “Social entrepreneurship is the recognition
of a social problem and the uses of entrepreneurial principles to organize create and manage a
social venture to achieve a desired social change. While a Business entrepreneur typically
measures performance in profit and return, a social entrepreneur also measures positi\rf.;t
to society. PRINCIPAL
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Report by Swissnex India title “Social Entrepreneurship in India- Unveiling the
unlimited opportunities” (2015) underlines that "Social entrepreneurship in terms of
operation and leadership could be applicalle to non profit organizations as much as for-profit
social enterprises although in terms of activities and legal entity they are very different.” Models
for social entrepreneurship in India are Social for-profit enterprise, non-profit and hybrid model.
OBJECTIVES
The current study is founded on specified goals, which it also supports. The significance and
logic of the research title have been taken into consideration when choosing the objectives. The
goals that this research study hopes to accomplish are listed below.

** To examine social entrepreneurship's fundamental structure.
** To highlight the functions and obligations of social entrepreneurs in Indian society.
“* To enumerate the difficulties social entrepreneurship in India faces.
** To offer advice on how to deal with the current issues facing social entrepreneurship in India.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Primary Data: Primary data refer to data that are collected a fresh for the first time and that is
original in nature. The required primary data are collected through questionnaire method.
Secondary Data; Secondary data here have been collected form company records, product
profile of the company, newspaper, magazines and general discussion with company channel.
Sample size: 45
Analyses and interpretation

Table 1: Demographic profile of the respondents

S.NO Particulars No of Respondents | Percentage
1 Age Group
20-30 12 26.66
30-40 16 35.55
40-50 14 salatl
50-60 3 6.66
Total 45 100
2 Gender
Male 22 48.88
Female 23 51.11
Total 45 100
3 Educational level
Under Graduate 18 40
Post Graduate 157 ST
Diplomo/Certificate 10 22.22
Total 45 100
4. Marital status
Married 25 55,55
Unmarried 20 44.44
Total 45 100
D Type of work
Manager 167/ 37.77
Senior Manager 18 40
Top Manager 10 22.22
Total 45 100
INTERPRETATION

The above Table 1 shows that Age group classification 26.66 percentage of the
respondents are 20-30 and 35.55 percentage of the respondents are 30-40, and 31.11
percentage of the respondents are 40-50 and 6.66 percentage of the respondents are comes
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According to Gender 48.88 percentage of the respondents are comes undel the Male and 51.11
percentage of the respondents are comes under Female. According to Education level 40
percentage are comes under Under Graduate and 37.77 percentage of respondents are comes
urjdt'r Post Graduate and 22.22 percentage of respondents are comes under the
Diplomo/Certificate. According to Marital status 55.55 percentage o respondents are comes
'under Married and 44.44 percentage of respondents are comes unde! Unmarried. According to
Type of work 37.77 percentage of respondents are comes under Manager and 40 percentage of
respondents are comes under Senior Manager and 22.22 percentage of respondents are comes
under Top Manager.

CHI-SQUARE TEST:

Null hypothesis: There is no significant relationship between gender and the working

members.
Table 2: Age Group and Gender

Age Group 20-30 | 30-40 | 40- 50- Total
50 60
Male 6 7 7 2 22
Female 6 9 7 i 23
Total 12 16 14 3 45
0 E 0-E (0-E)2 (0-E)?/E
6 5.866 0.134 0.017 0.002
7 7.822 -0.822 0.675 0.086
7 6.844 0.178 0.031 0.004
2 1.466 0.534 0.285 0.194
6 6.133 -0.133 0.017 0.002
9 8.177 0.823 0.677 0.082
7 7155 0.155 0.024 0.003
1 1.533 0.533 0.284 0.185
Total 0.588

Source of data: Computed data

Calculation of table value:
Calculated Chi-Square value = 0.558
Degree of freedom = (row total*column total/relationship)
=(r-1) (c-1)
=(2-1) (4-1)6 =1*3  Degree of freedom =3
INTERPRETATION
Since the calculated (0.558)
hypothesis is accepted. Hence it is proved that are significant relation

is less than the table value 5.99. Therefore the null
ship between Education

level and Age Group.
RANKING TABLE
Variables Mean Score Rank
Age Group 35.55 vV
Gender 51.11 1
Education level 37.77 111
Marital Status 55.55 |
Type of work 2222 Vv
INTERPRETATION

According to above table Marital Status got the | rank with the mean score of 55.55 and
Gender got the 1] rank with the mean score of 55.11 and Education level got the IlI rank with the
mean score of 37.77 and Age group got the IV rank with the mean score of 35.55 and Type of

wo oot the V rank with the mean score of 22.2Z
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- 1 rencu bl collaborats to inform customers of the differences between
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be accomplished through

f social businesses operating in India that are reshaping =
sociel =h their distinctive services that draw on local knowledge to foster social 3
eneurship has affected employment and the injection &

SR - e =T
Yartk ent Of S0O32l en

uT

of skilic among hose a2t e

wWho perceives 2 SoG

oods =nd services are created to have the greatest possible sodal
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ndamentzl components are the same as its parent entrepreneurship.
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